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Chair’s Introduction 

Dear members and friends. We have had an exceptionally busy year as you will read in this 

annual report. 

 

A great number of our meetings, conferences and training sessions have been virtual. This 

meant that even with the pandemic restrictions, we were able to meet with a number of 

schools, two seminaries, CSAN, CAFOD, NBCW, J&P groups and other organisations. In 

the last month we managed a session on Critical Race Theory and another on School 

Exclusions and alternative educational accommodation. 

 

We successfully, with the help of Citizens UK, trained fourteen young people as Christian 

Racial Justice Ambassadors. This we hope to repeat with schools country-wide in the 

coming year. 

 

We are planning zoom meetings on the Synodality process which Pope Francis is keen for 

the church to be engage in. Details of this and all other CARJ events and workshops will be 

available on the CARJ website www.carj.org.uk. 

 

Currently we all know that Racial Justice is truly on the agenda. There is much to do and 

CARJ have taken this 'bull by the horns', thanks to all our trustees and workers. It was with 

sadness that we said goodbye to Melvyn Lyons one of our Trustees who did so much but 

had to resign because of work commitments. A very special thanks to Richard Zipfel for 

being a significant driving force, to Fr Philip Sumner and Margaret-Ann Fisken especially in 

our training sessions, thanks also to Suddie Kombo-Kono, Nikki Petch, Deacon Joseph 

Baffour-Awuah, Malcolm Forster, and Protasia Torkington for their ongoing help and support. 

We have an active group led by Bill Chambers in Liverpool whom we thank.  In the 

background, organising and making sure all goes to plan is our administrator, Gloria 

Oham. A very big thank you to Gloria.  

 

Lastly but very importantly, our heartfelt thanks to our membership and friends for all your 

encouragement, support and prayers. 

 

May I ask you to read all the reports for a fuller picture of all that was accomplished this past 

year. We ask for your continued interest and also to introduce CARJ to your family and 

friends. 

 

God bless you all. 

 

Yogi Sutton. 

 

Chair CARJ 
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 London Activities carried out up to 31st March 2021 

The CARJ Traveller Support Network met on 2 March 2020 and dealt mostly with 
two Government initiatives relating to GRT Communities - a National Strategy and a 
Consultation on Criminalising Unauthorised Encampments.  Shortly after the meeting 
CARJ published a Briefing which discussed these two initiatives.  
 
In late April, CARJ sent a complaint to OFCOM regarding the Dispatches 
Programme – ‘The Truth About Traveller Crime’ - broadcast on 16 April. 
 
The Network then held Zoom Sessions in June, September and December 2020 and 
in March 2021. The meetings explored concern for GRT communities during Covid 
19 relating to health, education, utilities, evictions and sacramental preparation.  
They also discussed the EU Settlement Scheme, the forthcoming Census 2021 and 
the Police Powers and Protections Bill which could criminalise unauthorised 
encampments.  
 
Fr Dan Mason, Sr Philomena Purcell and others from the CARJ Network have been 
attending Zoom Sessions by the Churches Network on Gypsy, Traveller and Roma 
(CNGTR). CNGTR is an ecumenical network to support Gypsies, Travellers and 
Roma. On 12 February 2021, a few people from the CARJ Travellers Network 
delivered a Webinar on behalf of CNGTR on ‘Pastoral Ministry to Irish Travellers’.    
 
 
The CARJ Urban Network held a Zoom Session on 25 March 2020. The Session 
was led by Ed Cox and addressed the issues of ‘Northern Towns, Cities, Regions 
and the North South Divide’.  The Urban Network held another Zoom Session on 29 
July 2020.  There were two main themes: ‘the call for a race equality strategy for the 
UK’  and the proposed ‘review of Catholic organisations and institutions in England 
and Wales.’ These discussions highlighted two documents which may be important 
for our future work:  Ethnicity, Race and Inequality in the UK from the Runnymede 
Trust (2020) and Serving a Multi-Ethnic Society from the Catholic Bishops 
Conference (1999) 
 
Schools and Young People 
With support from CAFOD’s Development Education Fund, CARJ offered a series of 
six Workshops on ‘Diversity, Inequality and Racism in the UK – A Challenge for 
Catholic Education.’ The Workshops dealt with history, literature, Social Studies, 
Religious Education, Cultural Awareness, language, identity, belonging and the life 
of the school. The first four workshops took place during September - December 
2020 and the final two workshops took place in January 2021.   
 
During the year, CARJ provided presentations and INSET sessions for a number of 
schools and education services. 
 
A University Lecturer approached CARJ asking us to participate in a new course on 
the History of English and Irish Catholic involvement in colonialism (1450-1776). 
Students on this course will be preparing educational materials for schools. CARJ 
will be helping students make the history available to schools.   
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 Within the time frame of this report, a group from CARJ were planning to deliver all 

day workshops to seminarians at Oscott and Allen Hall for May and June 2021 
 
Caste Discrimination UK 
CARJ continues to meet regularly with the Christian Network Against Caste 
Discrimination (CNACD). They are trying to raise funds for a UK Dalit Desk, and they 
prepared a Webinar for June 2021 
 
CARJ and Covid 10 
On 24 April 2020, CARJ published a Briefing which highlighted ‘the growing concern 
over the disproportionate numbers of Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic (BAME) 
people who are affected by the corona virus.’ Following that Briefing, a letter from 
Mrs Yogi Sutton was circulated to Catholic MPs and Peers and then more widely.   
 
George Floyd, Policing and Institutional Racism 
On 3 June 2020, CARJ produced a Briefing on ‘Police, Black People and Racial 
Justice.’ The Briefing traced the history of the Scarman Inquiry, the Gifford Inquiry, 
the death of Stephen Lawrence and the Macpherson Report which finally accepted 
the reality of ‘institutional racism’.   
 
CSAN Network Meeting 
CARJ led a Session for the CSAN Network meeting on 13 October 2020 on 
‘Advancing Racial Justice.’    
 
CARJ AGM  
CARJ held its 2020 Annual General Meeting on 7 November 2020 on Zoom.  The 
speaker was Fr Azariah France-Williams, author of Ghost Ship: Institutional Racism 
and the Church of England. Fr Azariah raised questions with and answered 
questions from Catholic friends about their hope to encourage fellow Catholics to 
consider ‘Institutional Racism in the Church’. He spoke movingly about his own 
upbringing in a Catholic school where his being feted for achievement by the school 
authorities only made his life more difficult with the racist bullies. He spoke too of the 
changing face of racism and the frequent microaggressions experienced by black 
people being like a toxic air that seriously damages those who must breathe it. And 
he spoke of the different ways that the systems in place in the institutions of the 
Church in this country negatively impact on black people. Those present were fully 
engaged by Fr. Azariah and found considerable common ground with him.  
 
National Board of Catholic Women (NBCW) 
CARJ organised a Racial Justice Training Zoom Session for approximately 30 
members of NBCW on 12 February 2021.  Margaret-Ann Fisken, Yemesi Corinaldi 
and Josephine Namusisi-Riley made presentations followed by discussion. A similar 
session was later offered to two other NBCW groups. 
 
FaithJustice 
On 4 March 2021, CARJ led a Webinar on ‘Racism’ for FaithJustice, a recently 
established organisation working with young adults 18 – 30.  Margaret-Ann Fisken 
spoke of racism, language and how to have creative conversations about race.  
Josephine Namusisi Riley spoke about her ‘white allies’ project – an alternative 
approach to tackling racism. 
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Fr Richard Nesbitt at White City Parish produced a pamphlet of his conversations 
with Black Parishoners – Rooting Out Racism from Our Parish.  CARJ purchased 
copies of the pamphlet and made them available both on-line and in hard copy.. 
 
Catholic Social Thought 
CARJ is interested in exploring the implications of recent papal and synodal 
documents for the struggle for racial justice. The Final Document of the Amazon 
Synod, the recent Papal Encyclical Fratelli Tutti and Let Us Dream -  the book by 
Austen Ivereigh in conversation with Pope Francis - these all seem relevant to CARJ 
and the work for racial justice.  We especially want to reflect further on: the process 
of listening and discernment, synodality, dialogue, a new kind of politics, cultural 
adaptation of the mission and ministry of the Church, the importance of popular 
movements, and how the wisdom coming through these documents might influence 
those who are involved in the struggle for racial justice.  
 
The reflection suggested above began in the form of two articles by CARJ for the 
Centre for Catholic Social Thought and Practice at Durham: ‘The Winding Road 
to Racial Justice’ was posted on the Centre’s website in July 2020 and ‘Fratelli Tutti 
and the Struggle for Racial Justice’ was posted on the site in January 2021. 
 
Ecumenical work with Churches Together in Britain and Ireland (CTBI) and 
Churches together in England (CTE) 
During the year, CARJ worked with Richard Reddie, the Director of Justice and 
Inclusion at Churches Together in Britain and Ireland (CTBI) on a few important 
initiatives. CTBI are preparing to launch a book – Race for Justice – to mark the 25th 
Anniversary of Racial Justice Sunday (RJS). CARJ has contributed a Chapter on the 
history of the Catholic Community’s work for racial justice since 1970. CARJ will also 
be represented on a new CTBI Racial Justice Advocacy Forum.   
 
In relation to Churches together in England (CTE), CARJ will be represented on the 
CTE Racial Justice Working Group. 
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 Liverpool Activities carried out up to 31st March 2021 

This report covers a period entirely within the time frame of the Covid-19 pandemic.  

At the start of lockdown in March 2020 all partner schools and shelters closed and 

went into a full lockdown not allowing any external people to visit their premises. The 

main work at the schools comprised running the Circle of Voices Gospel Choir and 

other musical instrument tuition. This, sadly, was a key activity banned during 

COVID times because of the potential for the spread of the disease by airborne 

droplets. 

This prevented CARJ staff and volunteers from working physically in any way with 

the schools.  

 

Family Shelter Activities 

With no schooling it soon became clear that children living in the shelters needed 

support with their home learning. 

Working with the Family Support Worker (Sue) from the Belvidere Shelter, our CARJ 

project worker (Dale) immediately started to prepare homework packages for 14 

children (age range 5 to 14 years mixed gender). Dale prepared these packages at 

home and emailed them to the support worker (Sue). She would print the work and 

distribute it to each child. Once completed the work was scanned and sent back to 

Dale for marking, he then marked the work and gave appropriate feedback to each 

child. At times when the lock down was eased he was able to drop off and collect 

completed homework from both shelters. 

During the summer months he continued with schoolwork due to the school time 

which had been lost by many children. In addition, he organised a small art 

competition, supporting the NHS, and the completed artwork was displayed at Alder 

Hey Children’s Hospital.  

 

 

Workers at Alder Hey Displaying the works of art 
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In order to support the children with their homework needs Dale set up a Google 

Classroom facility. Using this he set homework for groups or individual children and 

posted it on Google Classroom. Children completed their homework and sent it back 

to him for marking and feedback remotely and safely. To supplement our funds 

CARJ received £520 from the shelters for this support.  

During the 2nd  lockdown Dale was not allowed to visit the shelters, so with the help 

of the family support worker, in addition to his homework and classwork support he 

organised additional bubble art and written projects activities for the following half 

term.  

 

Art about the Covid Bubble 

 

Children made Bubble Art artwork similar to that above, displaying a picture of 

everyone in their household bubbles. Once completed they were put on display in 

both shelters. 

Written projects for older children, helped maintain their focus on schoolwork. This 

was helpful to the older children as many of them were preparing exam coursework. 

During the Covid-19 period Dale has worked alone. The volunteers have been rested 

either because they lack access or expertise to use the IT technology or because 

they are pregnant, act as carers to vulnerable family members or are vulnerable 

themselves because of their age or disability. Dale’s input has also helped release 

the Family Support Worker to carry out other additional functions.  

We received the following email from Claire Smith, Project Manager at Yates Court 

Family Centre: 

“I am just completing a number of reports and realised how much support was 

offered to our young people in terms of educational support throughout 2020. This 
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 has definitely had an impact on the mental wellbeing of our young people and given 

them a good distraction from their fears. 

I just wanted to say thank you for your ongoing commitment during these difficult 

times and look forward to finding new ways of supporting the children with their 

education.” 

 

The Ambassador Programme  

During this reporting period the Committee of CARJ Liverpool has worked on 

planning a Young Person’s Ambassador Project. This initiative is led by Brendan 

Schmack who has established a link with St John Rigby 6th Form College. It is hoped 

to start the project in the 2021 Autumn term with up to 12 young ambassadors.   

 

St Agnes Parish Link  

Following a request to CARJ Head Office by Fr Anton the Parish Priest of St Agnes, 

Huyton, for help establishing a parish racial justice group, Liverpool CARJ offered its 

assistance to the parish. The Parish has a long and successful history of working 

with less advantaged communities particularly overseas. This is achieved annually 

by sending parish groups comprising up to 15 volunteers to work with childrens’ 

homes in Romania and Surinam. The parish is keen to develop their work in the 

three parish primary schools and in the wider parish. This, like the Ambassador 

programme, will comprise an important part of our work in the year 2021-22.  

 

Liverpool Committee  

During 2020-1 one of our trustees, Sally Croughan who helped with funding 

applications, died. She will be greatly missed.  

We have refreshed our local committee with the appointment of Steve Atherton, 

formerly Justice and Peace Officer of the Liverpool Archdiocese, Father Charles 

Obanya and Father Terry Madden of the White Fathers Parish in the Chinatown 

Parish of inner-city Liverpool and Catherine Bickerton. We look forward to their 

contributions. 

 

Professor Bill Chambers  

Chair Liverpool Branch of CARJ 

 


