
CARJ AGM 7 November 2020 at 11am by Zoom         

Present Yogi Sutton (Chair), Margaret Ann Fisken, Deacon Joseph Baffour-Awuah (Treasurer), Fr Phil Sumner, Malcolm Forster, 
Melvin Lyons, Suddie Komba-Kono, Protasia Torkington, Richard Zipfel, Tricia Zipfel, Terry Mattison, Bill Chambers, + Paul 
Macaleenan, Sue Smailes, Fr Nicholas Postlethwaite, Alison Williams, Basil Hylton, Fr Joe Ryan, Brendan Schmack, 
Christine Allen, David Ryall, Collette Joyce, Ellen Teague, Celia Capstick, Maggie Beirne, David Lawrence, Fr Azariah 
France-Williams, Chuby Ukwuoke, Can Yildiz, Charles Banya, Jim Barnaville, Jo Bownas, Nali , Paschal Uche,  Terry 
Mattinson, Teresa Ridge,  Iphone de Anthony,  Fr Alexander (Worth Abbey), John Lumley, Jessiman, Eugene Culas and 
Gloria Oham.  

 

1. Welcome Yogi Sutton took the Chair, welcomed everyone and said the opening prayer. 
 

2. Apologies Apologies had been received from: Ivy Manning, Angela Lum Wai, Merryl Gargan, Emalda Mary 
 

3. Minutes of 
Previous Meeting 

The Minutes of the AGM 2 November 2019 were agreed without amendment or comment.  There were no matters arising. 
 

4. Preliminary 
matters 

The group was informed that the meeting was quorate.  The Chair explained that all members and friends of CARJ had 
been circulated with a letter announcing the AGM and alerting recipients that the papers for the AGM were on the CARJ 
website.  Anyone who needed hard copies could contact CARJ.  Only paid up members could vote.   
 

5. Annual Report The Chair took the group through the Annual Report commenting on her Report and thanking colleagues for their 
commitment and hard work.  Richard Zipfel spoke about the work of the Travellers Network, the Urban Network, the Schools 
Project, the Christian Network Against Caste Discrimination (CNACD), the History of the Past Ten Years and the 
Conference on Belonging.  Bill Chambers spoke about the Liverpool Project.  Melvin Lyons discussed the series of six 
sessions being prepared for Seminarians.  The Annual Report was accepted.  
 

6. Financial 
Statement and 
Auditor 

Deacon Joseph presented the Financial Statement and pointed out the dramatic fall in income since CARJ was no longer a 
recipient of the RJS collection.  The Statement was agreed.  Subarna Banerjee was appointed as Auditor.   
 

7. Election and 
Appointment 
of Trustees 

Yogi Sutton was re-elected for another term as Chair of Trustees. Nikki Petch was re-elected as vice chair.  Suddie Komb-
Kono and Fr Phil Sumner were re-elected as Trustees.  
 

8. Discussion Members raised the question as to whether Trustees felt the Bishops Conference might reconsider their decision to 
discontinue the tradition of CARJ receiving the RJS collection. 
 

9. Finish of 
Business 
Meeting 

Yogi Sutton closed the meeting and asked for a short break before the start of the afternoon session which would feature a 
talk by Fr Azariah France-Williams 



 

Appendix to Minutes 
Afternoon Session 
Speaker Fr Azariah France-Williams, author of: Ghost Ship: Institutional Racism and the Church of England.   
 
Fr Azariah raised questions with and answered questions from Catholic friends about their hope to encourage fellow Catholics to consider 
‘Institutional Racism in the Church’. He spoke movingly about his own upbringing in a Catholic school where his being feted for achievement by the 
school authorities only made his life more difficult with the racist bullies. He spoke too of the changing face of racism and the frequent 
microaggressions experienced by black people being like a toxic air that seriously damages those who must breathe it. And he spoke of the 
different ways that the systems in place in the institutions of the Church in this country negatively impact on black people. Those present were fully 
engaged by Fr. Azariah and found considerable common ground with him.  
Earlier, at the AGM, CARJ had discussed the many strands of its work over the past eighteen months.  The Travellers Network, the Urban Network, 

the Schools Project, the Christian Network Against Caste Discrimination (CNACD), the Conference on Belonging, the History of the Past Ten Years, 

the Liverpool Project were all reported. 

The past seven months with the pandemic, the death of George Floyd and Black Lives Matter has been a time of increased interest in racial justice 

and in CARJ, whose work has increased exponentially.  Members asked whether in the light of the recent global demonstration of concern for racial 

justice, the Bishops might re-consider their decision to stop the Racial Justice Sunday collection going to CARJ. 

After the meeting, Mrs Yogi Sutton (Chair of CARJ) commented:: 

The very obvious need for pro racial justice work within the church calls on all of us for even greater efforts and much more funds. Fr Azariah 
Williams spoke of us "being part of the presentation but not a part of the production".  I want to go a step further. Black people are members 
within the church. Whilst they are accepted "preparing the meal in the kitchen", surely the time has come for all to be allowed to join in at the 
dining table.  Black parishioners are as capable. They too have God given gifts.  They should be part of the decision making, holding 
positions of responsibility. One would feel included when one is fully consulted.  ‘We are equal in dignity,’ how about showing this in practice 
in all that happens within our parish. 
 

 

 


