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Legal and administrative information 

 

Trustees: 

Ms Yogi Sutton* (reappointed 4 November 2017)  

Ms Nikki Petch* (reappointed 4 November 2017)  

Ms Sue Smailes (reappointed 4 November 2017 stepped down 3rd Nov 2018) 

Mr Malcolm Forster (Co-opted by Trustees 28 September 2019)  

Professor Protasia Torkington (Co-opted by Trustees 28 September 2019) 

Mr Richard Zipfel* (Appointed 3rd November 2018)  

Deacon Joseph Baffour Awuah* (Appointed 3rd November 2018) 

Fr Phil Sumner (appointed 4 November 2017)  

Mr Melvin Lyons (appointed 4 November 2017) 

Suddie Komba-Kono (appointed 3rd November 2018) 

 

*These trustees also act as Officers of the Association  

Trustees named on this page, denoted as “officers”, carry out the functions required 

of key management. These trustees receive no remuneration for these duties. 
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 Legal and administrative information Contd 

 

Introduction 

The Catholic Association for Racial Justice is a charitable incorporated organisation, 

registered with the Charity Commission on 26 August 2014. The general 

administration of the Association is located at Manor House in North London. 

 

Principal aims and activities 

The aims of the Association are to work within the Catholic Church and the 

community at large towards the elimination of discrimination and the promotion of 

equality of opportunity and good  relations  between  persons  of different  racial  

groups  by  such  means as are charitable and consonant with the Catholic faith. 

 

Governance, structure and management Constitution 

The Association is governed by its constitution which was adopted when it 

registered with the Charity Commission and is registered under the Charities Act 201 

I, Charity Registration No. I 158338. 

 

Trustees and organisation 

The trustees decide on the policies and strategy for the Association to achieve its 

objects and delegate appropriate responsibilities to staff and to members who 

voluntarily accept specific areas of responsibility. 

Trustees who were in office at the date on which this report was signed are listed on 

page 3.  
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 Legal and administrative information Contd 

 

Trustees' responsibilities 

Law applicable to charities in England and Wales requires the trustees to prepare 

accounts for each financial year which give a true and  fair  view  of the Association's 

financial activities during  the  year  and  of its  financial  position  at the end of the 

year. In preparing accounts giving a true and fair view, the trustees should follow 

best practice and: 

select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently; 

- observe the methods and principles in the applicable Charities SORP;  

- make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent;  

- state whether applicable accounting standards and statements of 

recommended practice have been followed, subject to any departures 

disclosed and explained in the accounts; and 

- prepare the accounts on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to 

presume that the Association will continue in operation. 

The trustees are responsible for maintaining proper accounting records which 

disclose with reasonable accuracy the financial position of the Association and which 

enable them to ensure that the accounts comply with  the  Charities  Act 2011, the 

applicable Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations and the provisions of its 

Principal Aims and Constitution. They are also responsible for safeguarding the 

assets of the Association and hence for taking reasonable  steps for the prevention 

and detection of fraud and other irregularities. 

 

Risk management 

The Trustees believe they are aware of the major risks to which the Association is 

exposed and that controls are in place to mitigate them. 

 

Activities and public benefit, future objectives 

The trustees have had regard to Public Benefit Guidance issued by the Charity 

Commission. 
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 Chair’s Introduction 

 

As we celebrate our thirty fifth year as the Catholic Association of Racial Justice, I 

marvel at how much we have accomplished.  I ask that you read all the reports on 

the fantastic work done. The Trustees, staff, associates and members all play a vital 

role in keeping CARJ functioning as well as it does. 

 

You have all read and heard the parable of the mustard seed. A minute seed 

growing into a massive tree to provide shelter as well as branches for birds to build 

their nests. I would like to think of CARJ toiling away, sowing mustard seeds within 

and outside of our church in England and Wales. We work at building the kingdom 

by promoting racial justice and appreciating the dignity of every person. 

 

May I take this opportunity to congratulate and thank all the Trustees for giving freely 

of their precious time and expertise. I would also like to thank our staff and 

associates for their sterling work. My thanks too to the members whose support 

remains invaluable. 

 

God bless you all 

 

Yogi Sutton 

Chair CARJ 
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 CARJ London - Activities carried out up to 31st March 2019 

CARJ Projects 
 
CARJ works with others to bring about a more just, more equal, more cooperative society. It 
does this mainly by providing opportunities for learning, reflection, discussion, discernment, 
mutual support and action together for change. The following are key areas of its work 
during the year 2018-19.  

 

• Schools Project 
 
CARJ has continued its work with schools and young people as well as its interest in 
issues of educational inequality. 
 
Charlene Fraser works weekly with small groups at St Ann’s Vauxhall continues. St 
Anne’s gives CARJ termly feedback. We are exploring with them a more formal 
process of review and evaluation based on questionnaires completed by the pupils.  
 
Nicole Moore responds to invitations from schools and parishes for talks, workshops 
and assemblies. During the year she led a year 13 Assembly at St John Payne 
School in Chelmsford and gave a talk to a parish in Richmond. Nicole previously did 
a series of Workshops for Cardinal Vaughan and they have invited her back to do a 
series of five workshops with four groups of students from years 7, 8, 9 and 10.   
 
In June 2018, the Schools Project supported the Traveller Network in organising a 
workshop on Improving the Education of GRT Young People (see below). 
 

• Travellers Support Network 
 
The CARJ Traveller Support Network includes some fifty Catholics and others who 
work with or take an interest in the well begin of Gypsy, Roma and Traveller (GRT) 
Communities. The Network meets three or four times a year and works with others to 
support GRT communities. 
 
The Network met on 10 April 2018 and considered the recent announcement from 
Government of a Review of the law and powers to deal with unauthorised 
caravan sites and developments. The meeting was concerned that unless this is 
accompanied by provision of new authorised sites, this could lead to a spate of 
acrimonious evictions.      
 
The Network held an extended meeting, on Wednesday 20 June 2018, which was 
devoted entirely to the theme: Improving Education for Gypsy, Roma and Traveller 
Young People. The Keynote speaker was Mrs Haley Dyer, Headteacher at Crays Hill 
School near Wickford. Following this meeting, six members of the Network visited 
Crays Hill School in November 2018.   
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On 30 January 2019, there was a meeting of the CARJ Traveller Support Network 
which reviewed various developments in Parliament relating to GRT communities 
(example an All Party Parliamentary Group, a Committee Inquiry and a Consultation 
relating to ‘unauthorised encampments’). On 23 February, a group from the CARJ 
network attended a session at the General Synod of the Church of England.    
 

• Urban Network 
 
The CARJ Urban Network includes more than a hundred contacts who are 
committed to the well being of marginalised communities in the UK. The Network 
meets periodically and takes a special interest in issues of poverty, equality and 
community. 
 
The Urban Network met on 18 July 2018 at Newman House. The meeting addressed 
the Green Paper on Integrated Communities, the Interim Statement of the UN 
Rapporteur on Racism, the Windrush generation, the Counter Terrorism and Border 
Security Bill and other issues.   
 
The Urban Network met again on 17 January 2019 at Newman House. The meeting 
addressed the recent Institute for Public Policy Research Commission on Economic 
Justice, the importance of a minimum income standard’ and the rights of EU Citizens 
after Brexit. There were brief reports on the resurrected Social Mobility Commission, 
the London Churches Violent Crime Summit and caste discrimination. We hope to 
keep in touch with IPPR regarding their vision of a future economy.   
 

• Caste Discrimination 
 
CARJ is a regular participant in the Christian Network Against Caste Discrimination 
(CNACD) which meets every few months at St Anselm’s Jesuit Church in Southall. 
 
In the face of the Government’s decision not to implement new legislation against 
caste discrimination, various groups and academics have been meeting to discuss 
possible ways forward. As part of this process, CNACD held a meeting on 11 
February 2019 at St Anselm’s in Southall. CARJ also attended a meeting of the Dalit 
Solidarity Network on 11 April 2019. 
 
 
Submissions, Responses, Reviews and Briefing Papers 
 
The following are papers, briefings, reports and submissions by CARJ in the year 
2018-19. They include: 
 
▪ Submission to the UN Rapporteur on Racism and a Response to the Integrated 

Communities Strategy Green Paper. 
▪ Call for a Strategy to Support Vulnerable Groups in a Changing World – 

Submission to the UN Special Rapporteur on Racism.  CARJ 20 March 2018  
▪ The Windrush Generation – A Historical Footnote. CARJ, 3 May 2018 
▪ CARJ Welcomes the End of Mission Statement of the UN Special Rapporteur on 

Racism in the UK.  CARJ, 13 May 2018 
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▪ Integrated Communities Strategy Green Paper - A Response from the Catholic 

Association for Racial Justice.  CARJ, 4 June 2018 

▪ Defining Anti-Semitism.  CARJ Briefing, 1 August 2018 

▪ Prohibiting Caste Discrimination in the UK  - CARJ Briefing, 1 September 2018 

▪ Equality & Community – A Review of Recent Papers and Reports.  CARJ, 3 

November 2018 

▪ Gypsy, Roma and Traveller Communities – Background, Parliament and New 
Legislation. CARJ Briefing, 15 January 2019 

▪ Recent Deportations.  CARJ Briefing, February 2019 

▪ Institutional Racism  -  Revisiting the Macpherson Report.  CARJ Briefing, 1 

March 2019 

 

 

2019 is the 35th Anniversary of CARJ! 
CARJ has produced a History of the Last Ten Years which is being used as 
background for the Anniversary. The History traces the changes that have come 
about as a result of recession, austerity and Brexit and CARJ’s response to those 
changes. We will use the AGM to celebrate the Anniversary and consider some of 
the issues raised by the History. 
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Liverpool CARJ -Activities carried out up to 31st March 2019 

Committee Membership  

Both Angela Murphy and Veronica Shaw stepped down during the year. We are 

grateful for their contribution to successfully establishing Liverpool CARJ.  

Steve Atherton (Liverpool Archdiocese Justice and Peace Coordinator) was invited 

to attend meetings with a view to joining the Committee. In addition we have 

received assistance from Sally Croughan, a Children’s Centre Manager, Ian 

Merrison, a local businessman with bid writing skills, Rachel Bruce, a Marketing 

Assistant for Redrow Housing, and Clare Smith, Manager of Yates Court. 

 

Volunteers 

Apart from the Committee Members CARJ Liverpool has 5 volunteers who help at 

the Belvidere and Yates Court Centres. These are Rachel, Ambrosio, Ciara, Ebroje 

and Steve.  

 

Meetings  

Formal meetings were held on 4 occasions during the year: 

• 15th May 2018 

• 11th September 2018 

• 6th December 2018 

• 30th January 2019 

 

Existing Projects  

The Voices of Hope Gospel Choir has continued to thrive at St Hugh’s and St 

Clare’s. Sacred Heart’s school membership was short lived because of paternity 

leave. To help with continuity, pupils were only allowed to join at the start of the 

school year. Links to allow/encourage progression from the choir to RESONATE 

Music Hub were successful but the link with the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic 

Orchestra has been disappointing.  

Performances were again given at 

• Barclay Card HQ Wavertree,  

• Asda Smithdown Road,  

• the Royal Liverpool Hospital,  
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 • the Anglican Cathedral,  

• Liverpool One Shopping Centre,  

• The Museum of Liverpool Life.  

The Belvidere Liverpool and Yates Court Prescot Homeless Family Centres  

Both After School Homework Clubs continue to thrive and grow. There has been a 

steady increase in numbers and the Summer Activities Programme continues to 

grow. There has been a steady increase in Volunteer support and the Whitechapel 

Centre is highly complimentary about the impact of CARJ Liverpool’s provision. 

Resources continue to be donated by friends and committee members.  

 

St Vincent de Paul Primary School 

Sadly this instrumental music project has not been a success due to personal 

problems of the teacher employed. Whilst 12 pupils were taught regularly there were 

no public performances given and the committee was not offered the opportunity to 

meet the children. Few quality evaluations were carried out. 

 

Elephant Project  

The project was completed by 4 schools: St Vincent de Paul’s, St Clare’s, St Hugh’s 

and St Vincent‘s School for the Blind. Each school was given an elephant sculpture 

to design, paint and decorate. Some very high quality work was achieved on a 

variety of themes and excellent pamphlets were produced for CARJ Publicity. 

 

The Drama Project 

Angela Wylie worked with Collective Encounters Theatre Company during the spring 

term to produce a piece of theatre at St Hugh’s School. This initiative part-funded by 

the Austin Smith Fund was a great success. The pupils focussed on the theme Faith, 

and the production was achieved by 14 pupils from years 3-6 from the UK, Yemen, 

Syria, Ethiopia, Czech Republic, India, Iraq, Sierra Leone and Jamaica. Angela 

wrote an illustrated evaluation of the project. 

 

New Projects: Art Project  

Funding from the Austin Smith Fund allowed us to develop an arts project with 3 

local professional artists on the theme ‘My Community’. Five primary schools will be 

invited to take part and produce art work which will be printed, mounted, framed and 

sold to raise funds for CARJ Liverpool.  
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 Other Events: Trustee Visit 

We invited CARJ Trustees, Father Phil Sumner and Melvin Lyons, to visit  Liverpool 

on 30th January (the snowiest and coldest day of the winter) to attend a Board 

Meeting and visit some of our projects. Melvyn was very enthusiastic and Phil was 

challenging. They challenged us with penetrating questions about our projects and 

encouraged us to discuss the relative merits of strategic and lobbying activity and 

project activity. They and Steve Atherton also challenged us to become better known 

within the Archdiocese. After attending the board meeting they were taken on a 

‘goldfish bowl’ tour of the projects. 

 

Austin Smith Day 

CARJ Liverpool committee members (Angela Wylie and Brendan Schmack and wife) 

attended the Fr Austin Smith Celebration Day on Lodge Lane and displayed the 

activities of CARJ. Austin Smith was a very well-known and loved Priest who spent 

most of his life working in Inner City Liverpool. A fund named after him is used to 

support small scale initiatives in Toxteth and CARJ has been very successful in 

bidding for small scale support. 

 

Challenges  

Our biggest challenge is the survival of Liverpool CARJ beyond Christmas 2019. We 

were initially established with funding for 4 years. In fact by bid writing and careful 

financial management we have lasted 8 years but money is running out!  

 

Bill Chambers October 2019 


